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South Delray Beach Findings 
 

 
Climate resilience was increased by: 
 

• Registering 26 residents with the emergency notification system: Code Red 
• Building relationships in the community by training residents to educate their neighbors 
• Reaching across linguistic barriers to reach immigrants living in the community. 

Bilingual students (English/Creole) served as translators for households surveyed, and 
outreach materials were distributed in English and Creole. 

• Training leaders living in the community, and supporting them in acquiring the 
experience of conducting a successful public health campaign. Although one of the 
Outreach Leaders moved out of state after the survey was completed, the school 
administration, the second Outreach Leader, and the trained students remain in the 
community. 

• Educating a total of 106 residents, living in 77 households in the study area: South Delray 
Beach east of I-95 and 13 additional households west of I-95, outside of the study area, 
about the public health impacts of climate change, including heat waves, poor air quality, 
safety during a flood, contaminated flood and standing water, contaminated drinking 
water, indoor mold, vector borne disease and algae blooms 

•  Distribution of specific information in English and Creole on protecting health and 
safety in the face of climate change 
 

A survey of 77 households in the study area augmented with 19 oral histories revealed two key 
areas of opportunity for South Delray Beach to increase climate resilience: 
 

• Further education about Sea Level Rise, with emphasis on residents’ strongest concerns: 
Insurance and Property Value, followed by Extreme Weather and Water Quality. 

• Strengthen the relationship between the police responsible for evacuation and disaster 
management and the residents of South Delray Beach 

 
  
Some Creole speakers preferred written materials in English, and verbal explanations in Creole. 
Haitian Creole speakers, who had experienced natural disasters in Haiti, were very receptive to 
information on preparedness 
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Delray Beach Executive Summary by Janice T. Booher 
 

Funding A $30,000 Environmental Justice Small Grant from the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) was awarded to the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Boca Raton (UUFBR) 
for the project titled: Replicable and Scalable Community Climate Resilience Building in Two 
Communities in Palm Beach County, Florida. The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship was one of 
40 non-profit and tribal organizations selected for awards of nearly $1.2 million in competitive 
grants for work to address environmental justice (EJ) issues nationwide. UUFBR used the grant 
money to create a Resilience Adaptation Community Toolkit (www.ReACTToolkit.net), and use 
it in community led neighborhood canvassing and at community meetings to provide education 
and training to reduce public health risks associated with increasingly severe storms and sea level 
rise associated with climate change in South Delray Beach and the Pearl City, Lincoln Court and 
Dixie Manor neighborhoods of Boca Raton. 
 

Delray Beach Community Partners In Delray Beach, UUFBR partnered with Toussaint 
L’Ouverture High School for Arts and Social Justice. Toussaint L’Ouverture High School for 
Arts and Social Justice (TLHS) provided a letter of commitment that was attached to UUFBR’s 
January 2016 EPA grant application. TLHS provides motivated students of diverse ability levels 
a unique secondary school experience using arts as a vehicle for social justice and individual 
change. The St. Matthews Episcopal Church Elders supported the project by participating in the 
survey at one of their regularly scheduled meetings. The founder of Sow Share, a non-profit that 
establishes and runs community gardens, contributed the name “Rising Together: Temperature, 
Water, Health and Strength,” after a discussion of the goals of the project.   
 

Resident Engagement EPA notification of funding was received in November 2015, and 
organizing meetings began in the community in January 2016. Dr. Diane Allerdyce, the Co-
Founder of the Florida-based non-profit organization Center for Education, Training & Holistic 
Approaches, Inc. (CETHA), which operates TLHS, served as liaison to UUFBR’s Green 
Sanctuary Committee. She located personnel, and secured outreach and translation opportunities. 
A series of meetings at TLHS provided feedback for the simplification of outreach materials. Mr. 
Dieunet translated the Health and Climate Change handout that appears in Appendix B into 
Creole. Project Director Dr. Ana Puszkin-Chevlin conducted a training session at TLHS on the 
causes and public health effects of climate change, and Dr. Sandra Norman conducted an oral 
history training session on the same day. Both sessions were simultaneously translated by faculty 
member Mr. Demosthene Dieunet. Twelve of Dr. Ashley Ridley’s TLHS students were trained 
to survey their parents and neighbors about their perceptions and concerns related to sea level 
rise, and to educate them about strategies to protect themselves from the health impacts of 
climate change. Seven of the trained students participated in further outreach. 
 

Professional Supervision Project Manager Phase I, Dr. Ana Puszkin-Chevlin, a hazards 
mitigation specialist, conducted a training session at TLHS on the causes and public health 
effects of climate change. Dr. Sandra Norman, an environmental historian, conducted an oral 
history training session on the same day.  Both sessions were simultaneously translated by 
faculty member Mr. Demosthene Dieunet into Haitian Creole. Project Director Janice T. Booher, 
conducted training on the forms and tracking methods used in the project. Project Manager 
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Phase II, Dr. Debra Weiss-Randall, a Certified Health Education Specialist, conducted additional 
field training on the protocol for information collection, and supervised all information collection; 
she worked together with Project Director Janice T. Booher on preliminary information analysis, 
and presented a PowerPoint with preliminary outreach results at the community meeting (see 
Rising Together South Delray Beach Presentation Sept. 22, 2016). Dr. Weiss-Randall also 
prepared a Delray Beach Community Meeting Flyer, a Delray Beach Press Release,  and 
a Program of the Delray Beach Final Community Assembly. 
 
Information on EPA Environmental Justice Small Project Grants 
2015 Environmental Justice Small Grant recipients and project descriptions: 
http://www3.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/resources/publications/grants/ej-smgrants-recipients-
2015.pdf  
Environmental Justice Small Grants Program, including descriptions of previously funded grants: 
http://www3.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/grants/ej-smgrants.html Connect with EPA Region 4 
on Facebook: www.facebook.com/eparegion4 And on Twitter: @EPASoutheast  

 

 

Delray Beach Survey Outreach and Education 
• In South Delray Beach, 106 residents were surveyed. Of these, 77 households were in the 

study area, 13 households were out of the study area (west of I-95 in South Delray 
Beach), and several households were in Boynton Beach. The study area was in South 
Delray Beach in zip code 33444, east of I-95. Residents were surveyed regarding their 
perception of risk from sea level rise, and their household’s experience with flooding, 
mold, asthma, and water contamination. The Sea Level Rise Risk Perception Survey was 
developed by sea level rise expert Dr. Keren Bolter, and modified to support objectives of 
this project by Project Director Janice T. Booher. The neighborhood canvass, information 
retrieval, and recording was supervised by Project Manager Phase II  Dr. Debra Weiss-
Randall. The survey can be viewed in Appendix C in English, Spanish and Creole.  The 
Surveys are also available on www.ReACTToolkit.net 
 

• In South Delray Beach, 106 residents were educated about the health effects of climate 
change and how to stay safe as climate changes.  Of these, 77 households were in the 
study area, 13 households were out of the study area (west of I-95 in South Delray 
Beach), and several households were in Boynton Beach. The study area was in South 
Delray Beach in zip code 33444, east of I-95. The Health and Climate two-sided outreach 
sheet was developed by Project Manager Phase I, Dr. Ana Puszkin-Chevlin. The English 
version can be viewed in Appendix D in English, Spanish, and Creole. Health and 
Climate outreach sheets are also available on www.ReACTToolkit.net 
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Languages Spoken in Surveyed Households 

One of the primary reasons that Toussaint L’Ouverture High School was recruited as a 
community partner was that the composition of its student body represents the demographics of 
South Delray Beach. This means that the school serves the Creole speaking community. 
Approximately twenty percent of the residents surveyed in South Delray Beach reported that 
Creole or French was spoken in their household. 

Bilingual members of the Outreach Team reported that some Creole speakers preferred written 
materials in English, and verbal explanations in Creole. Haitian Creole speakers, who had 
experienced natural disasters in Haiti, were very receptive to information on preparedness. There 
was cooperation from TLHS on translating the Health and Climate Training, and the Creole 
training video. 

 

	

Figure	1.		Prior	to	completing	the	survey,	residents	were	asked	what	languages	were	spoken	
in	their	household.		Responses	reflected	demographics	of	the	community.	English	was	
spoken	in	76.3%	of	households	and	Creole	in	8.8%	of	households.	A	combination	of	Creole	
and	English	was	spoken	in	6.3%	of	households,	a	combination	of	English,	Creole	and	French	
was	spoken	in	2.5%	of	households.	English	and	French	were	spoken	in	1.3%	of	surveyed	
households.	5.0%	of	households	did	not	report	languages	spoken	in	the	home.	
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Residents’ Self-Reported Familiarity with Sea Level Rise 
 

Residents completed the survey prior to hearing information about the public health effects of 
climate change from Outreach Team members. The survey question was: How would you rate 
your existing knowledge about sea level rise?  
 

	
	

	
	

	

Figure	2.	Of	all	Delray	Beach	residents	surveyed,	35%	reported	 that	 they	were	not	at	all	
familiar	with	sea	level	rise,	while	37%	reported	that	they	were	somewhat	familiar	with	sea	
level	rise.	21%	reported	being	very	familiar,	and	7%	extremely	familiar,	with	sea	level	rise.		
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Because 35 percent of residents responded that they were not at all familiar with sea level rise, 
more education about sea level rise is needed in South Delray Beach. 
How Many Feet Do You Estimate Your Home to Be Above Mean Sea Level? 
 
Respondents’ responses to the question, “How many feet do you estimate your home to be above 
mean sea level?” were compared against the actual elevations of their homes. The actual 
elevations were obtained by entering the address into the Eyes on the Rise9 “Find your location” 
dialogue box at this link http://www.eyesontherise.org/app/#tab1    
 
The difference between the actual elevation and the elevation entered by the respondent was 
calculated. Respondents who responded with an elevation higher than their actual elevation were 
found to underestimate their risk. Respondents who entered an elevation lower than the actual for 
their address were found to have overestimated their risk.  The differences were grouped into: 
WUE=Widely under-estimated Risk, UE=under-estimated Risk, R=Realistic, OE=Over-
estimated Risk , and WOE=Widely over-estimated Risk. 
	

	 	
	

 
 
 
 
 
Roughly a quarter of the respondents realistically stated their risk. Although more respondents 
overestimated rather than underestimated their risk, those respondents who underestimated their 
risk tended to widely underestimate it. This suggests that there is a need to locate and educate 
those who are widely underestimating their risk, so they will protect their health, and respond 
appropriately in hazard situations. The range of responses, from 0 feet to 4,000 feet above sea 

Figure	3.	23.2%	of	South	Delray	Beach	residents	widely	overestimated	their	risk.	
20.3%	overestimated	their	risk.	24.6%	realistically	stated	their	risk,	while	1.4%	
underestimated	their	risk,	and	30.4%	widely	underestimated	their	risk.		
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level reflect a lack of understanding that the neighborhood’s proximity to the beach is relevant to 
the determination of elevation above sea level.  

	
Do You think that Sea Level Rise is Occurring in Palm Beach County Today? 

 
Canvassers were instructed to give the survey to residents prior to educating them about the 
health effects of sea level rise. Therefore, this result documents residents’ perceptions prior to 
outreach education. 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	

Figure	4.	36%	of	the	77	respondents	living	east	of	I-95	in	South	Delray	Beach	did	
not	think	that	sea	level	rise	is	occurring	in	Palm	Beach	County	today.	64%	of	
respondents	responded	affirmatively.	
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What is Your Overall Level of Concern with the Future Impacts of 
Sea Level Rise for Palm Beach County? 

 
Respondents were asked to rate their overall level of concern with the future impacts of sea level 
rise in Palm Beach County. They chose from the following responses: 1-None, 2-Low, 3-
Medium, 4-High and 5-Very High. 

	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	

Figure	5.	Most	South	Delray	Beach	respondents	had	a	“medium”	level	of	concern	
about	sea	level	rise.	4.3%	of	respondents	selected	1-None,	which	indicates	no	
concern.	18.6%	of	respondents	selected	2-Low,	41.4%	selected	3-Medium,	21.4%	
selected	4-High,	and	14.3%	responded	5-Very	High.	
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What is Your Overall Level of Concern  
with Extreme Weather for Palm Beach County? 

 
Respondents were asked to rate their overall level of concern with extreme weather for Palm 
Beach County. They chose from the following responses: 1-None, 2-Low, 3-Medium, 4-High 
and 5-Very High. 
 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

Figure 6.  Level 3-Medium (36.0%) was the most common overall level of 
concern among South Delray Beach respondents. This was followed by a 4-High 
rating (22.7%), a 5-Very High rating (21.3%), and a 2-Low rating (14.7%). The 1-
None rating, indicating no concern among South Delray Beach respondents with 
extreme weather for Palm Beach County, was selected by the lowest percentage of 
residents (5.3%). 
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Where you live, how many feet deep into the ground do you think that you 
would have to dig before you got to water (either freshwater or saltwater)? 

 
The difference between the actual depth to groundwater and the depth to groundwater entered by 
the respondent was calculated. Responses with a depth to groundwater greater than their actual 
depth to groundwater were found to underestimate their risk. Respondents who entered a depth 
to groundwater that was less than the actual for their address were found to have overestimated 
their risk.  The differences were grouped into: WUE=Widely under-estimated Risk, UE=under-
estimated Risk, R=Realistic, OE=Over-estimated Risk , and WOE=Widely over-estimated Risk. 
 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	

Figure	7.	Most	South	Delray	Beach	respondents	either	widely	underestimated	their	risk	
(34.4%)	or	realistically	estimated	their	risk	(34.4%).	No	residents	widely	overestimated	their	
risk.	18.8%	of	respondents	underestimated	their	risk,	and	14.1%	of	respondents	overestimated	
their	risk.	
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Residents’ Strongest Concern for Palm Beach County 
 
The Sea Level Rise Risk Perception Survey asked respondents to choose their strongest concern 
for Palm Beach County from six multiple choice options: Water Quality, Insurance, Erosion, 
Property Value, Extreme Weather and Other, with a blank to record Other concerns. 

	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

Figure	8.	The	top	concern	reported	by	South	Delray	Beach	respondents	surveyed	was	
Insurance	(27.3%),	followed	by	Property	Value	(26.0%),	Extreme	Weather	(19.5%),	Water	
Quality	(18.2%),	and	Erosion	(9.1%).	One	respondent	to	the	survey	entered	Cleanness	as	
the	primary	concern.	
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Comments Explaining Residents’ Strongest Concerns 

 
A comment box on the Survey asked respondents to explain their chosen concern. Residents’ 
Comments are listed below, grouped under the related primary concern from the prior question. 
Spelling is recorded unaltered. 
 
Water Quality Comments 

• NW 2nd Ave: Water quality is of high concern 
• SW 2nd St: It is a health risk 
• NW 3rd St: We need to keep our fresh water clean 
• SW 4th Ave: Paska Li ka fx dxzod. Meaning "the water is dirt" 
• SW 8th Ct: Current water quality is already compromised by development of Agriculture 

and Everglades. Changing regulations & reduced regs for Water Quality is a concern. 
Lack of adequate monitoring and maintaining high standards is the reason. 

• SW 9th Ct: How healthy the water quality is 
• SW 9th Ct: High tide flooding 
• Auburn Circle E: If your H20 quality is poor, your overall health will be poor leaving 

you able to function at your fullest potential. I filter my tap water. There is a definite 
difference in water quality here as compared to where I'm from. 

• S Swinton Ave:  Problem with my drinking water would be a issue 
 
Extreme Weather Comments 

• NW 4th Ave: Hurricanes 
• SW 4th Ave: Heavy rains and winds cause damage to homes 
• SW 7th Ave: I am afraid that if a hurricane comes my street will be under water 
• SW 9th Circle: Heat and rain 
• NW 10th Ave: Weather and sea level 
• SW Linton: Police 
• Reigle Ave: It’s always different 
• Washington Ave: Flooding is dangerous 
• Washington Ave: I really don’t know but I know it’s bad 

 
Property Value Comments 

• NW 2nd St: Lots of water property goes down 
• NW 4th Ave: Not much affordable property 
• SW 4th Ave: I think property value is very important for community success 
• SW 5th Ave: Flooding 
• SW 9th Ave: House because I believe it needs to increase 
• SW 12th Ave: Don't want to buy a house then can't sell it 
• SW 15th Ave: Conditions that makes property value go down-upkeep -of homes. 
• Auburn Ave: Police 
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• Washington Ave: In the Black community the property value is lower than other areas. 
 

 
Insurance Comments: 

• SW 3rd St: Too much money 
• SW 4th Ave: Police 
• SW 9th St: Concern is insurance 
• W 12th Ave: Too high, the cost of living is very high 
• Auburn Circle West: Police 
• Lindell Blvd: Ins. take most everything that happens. If you don't have ins. your in 

trouble. 
• Southridge Road: Police 
• Washington Ave: Insurance is far more. Highest in Black areas.  

 
Erosion 

• SW 5th St: Like an example: People that stay on the beach and the water wash away sand 
from the property 

• SW 6th Ave: Too many trees are being removed to build structures 
• SW 12th Ave: Beach erosion. Too high, the cost of living is very high 
• SW 14th Ave: Erosion tends to tear apart our buildings which creates more money 

needed to be spent to rebuild 
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Residents’ Comments Regarding Police 
 

There was no mention of police on the Sea Level Rise Risk Perception Survey form. None of 
the questions on the survey were about the police. However, there were 7 responses related to 
police written in by respondents in the study area.  This represents 8.9% of survey responses, 
in spite of the fact that there was no survey prompt regarding police.  

 
In their 2006 analysis of Hurricane Katrina, Kristen Henkel et. al.10 concluded that, “It is 
likely that Blacks’ distrust of government contributed to their decisions not to heed the 
warnings to evacuate.” In their article in the journal Policing, Mathieu Deflem and Suzanne 
Sutphin11 stated, “The long-standing distrust towards the New Orleans police additionally 
contributed to the law enforcement breakdown during Katrina as deficiencies in police 
legitimacy hindered cooperation with residents.” 

 
The comments on this subject were cryptic and difficult to interpret. They are presented here 
in the spirit of information sharing to shape future efforts to clarify the climate resilience 
challenge that could be addressed in South Delray Beach. Scans of surveys are available to 
researchers on request. Email Janice T. Booher at JJLBooher@comcast.net Because police 
are critical to public safety, particularly during storms, strengthening the relationship 
between the police, who are responsible for evacuation and disaster management, and the 
residents of South Delray Beach would likely increase climate resilience. Police were invited 
to the community meeting in Delray Beach. A Creole-speaking officer spoke to the assembly 
about preparedness. Following are the South Delray Beach respondents’ comments about 
police. 

	

NW 3rd St: A comment was written in the primary concern box and then crossed out, “They 
shoot black people. RIP Corey Jones.” The comment was replaced with one relevant to the 
survey,” We need to keep our fresh water clean. (English Survey) 
SW 4th Ave: The strongest concern listed was Insurance. “Police” was written in the box to 
further explain the concern. (Creole Survey) 
NW 6th St: The strongest concern listed for Palm Beach County was insurance. The 
explanation of the chosen concern was “Police ensuring my safety.” (English Survey) 
NW 4th St: Police not servicing the community by filing reports for my insurance (English 
Survey) 
SW 12th Ave: In the response to “strongest concern for Palm Beach County,) the respondent 
wrote and then crossed out,” police shootings.” Then they circled Property Value as their 
primary concern. (English Survey) 
SW Linton: The strongest concern listed was Extreme Weather. “Police” was written in the 
box to further explain the concern. (Creole Survey) 
Auburn Ave: The strongest concern listed was Property Value. The explain your concern 
box said Police. (English Survey) 
South Ridge Rd: The strongest concern listed for Palm Beach County was insurance. The 
explanation of the chosen concern was police. (English Survey) 
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What Flood-Related Impacts have you Experienced in Your Neighborhood? 

 
A Link to Google Map with all comments from Surveys and Oral Histories within the study area 
with addresses recorded has been created, and will be made available on request to researchers. 
Email  Janice T. Booher at JJLBooher@comcast.net for the password and link.  Comments made 
on the Google map by residents regarding flooding are available by clicking the icons on the 
interactive map.  
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Figure 4 This is a still shot of 
an interactive Google map that 
documents survey and oral 
history responses related to 
flooding. There were 23 reports 
of experience with flooding in 
the study area east of I-95.  
	

	
Black: No experience with 
flooding reported. 
 
 
Blue: Reported experience 
with flooding 
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Residents’ Comments Regarding Flooding 

 
 

NW 2nd ST: Not much 
SW 3rd St: Sometimes floods when it rains 
SW 3rd St: Water flooding when it rains 
NW 4th Ave: Flooding from hurricanes 
SW 4th Ave: Flooding after storms 
SW 4th Ave: Krazx Kay a k sadxn K. (best understanding of what was written on form) 
SW 5th Ave: Heavy Rain for 6 or more hours 
SW 6th Ave: Standing water soon after 
NW 7th Ave: Flooding when it rains constantly (somewhat) 
SW 7th St: Hurricanes 
SW 7th Ave: My road is always covered with water after it rains 
NW 8th Ave: Standing water 
SW 8th Ave: just flood from rain 
SW 8th Ct; Sewer and water line affected by severe rain. All are affected. City treatment plant 
Delray is already affected by weather and sea level rise 
SW 9th Ave: Flooding with no rain 
SW 9th St: Street level flood with hard rain 
NW 10th Ave: Flood and standing water 
SW 12th Ave: Storm, high tide 
SW 14th Ave: It rained for 3 hr and I stepped into 3 ft of water because of erosion to the road 
SW 15th Ave: Water not draining – nowhere to go when there is heavy rain 
Lindell Blvd: Low ground low in everywhere 
S Swinton Ave: Disaster 
Washington Ave: Some heavy rains 
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Mold, Asthma, and Water Contamination 

 
Residents were asked, “Have you or anyone in your household experienced any of the following 
at your current address?” Respondents circled Yes or No in response to Mold, Asthma and Water 
Contamination. 
 
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Figure 6. Mold was experienced by 22.1% of the 77 respondents surveyed in South Delray 
Beach east of I-95.  Asthma in the household was reported by 28.6% of survey respondents; 
more than 2 ½ times the County asthma prevalence of 10.4% (Florida CHARTS)8. 11.7% of 
responding residents reported that they have experienced water contamination in their 
current home. 
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Using Oral History 
By Dr. Sandra Norman 
 

It is a common argument that when there is a disaster, impending or imminent, experts 
are sent in, plans made, and the public is told what to do.  Seldom is the public asked what has 
happened. This project was so different.  With the clear proof that global warming is happening, 
and that sea level rise is occurring now, not maybe, this project was designed to inform 
endangered populations of the need for self-awareness and community protection. 

But when did water and mold and asthma and allergies become a problem in these 
communities?  What do we know about housing, families, illness, awareness?  We know by 
asking. Other key features of this project are described elsewhere, but one key was to introduce 
communities to the formal practice of Oral History.  In each of these communities the informal 
practice of oral storytelling and community history has long been practiced, but this was a 
project to train people in formal technique and then have them engage their own communities in 
the telling of health and weather related stories. 

Inhabitants of Delray Beach and the Boca Raton study area, were questioned on standing 
water, wet in their houses, damp and mold, allergies, asthma and other lung diseases, early 
deaths from lung diseases.  These questions had never been asked of these communities, and this 
project provided significant data for health officials and city engineers.  The number of lung 
related problems, including asthma and allergies, was multiples over what the average for the 
area stands at.  Some people were embarrassed to talk about mold in their houses after storms, as 
they felt it indicated that they weren’t good housekeepers.  This just isn’t true. 

In conjunction with the interviews, and even for those households that did not wish to be 
interviewed, information was presented on disaster preparedness, restoration after a storm, 
cleaning mold, the dangers of standing water, etc.  Laminated cards in three languages were 
made available.  They contain emergency contact information. 

In the Boca Raton study area, the oral collectors tended to be women from the 
community churches.  They had relationships within the community, and could use those 
relationships to extract information.  Part of the oral history training was to make these collectors 
aware of their role, and to have them assume that those reading or listening to the interviews 
would know nothing about the community, so ask everything. 

In Delray Beach a different approach was taken.  Haitian students from the local high 
school were recruited and trained to interview within the Haitian community, which is the part of 
town with the lowest elevation.  They spoke the language, but more importantly they became 
conduits between the city and the community on emergency preparedness.  They also found that 
their engagement was empowering, and several are planning to serve as community liaisons for 
emergencies.  Other project team members worked within the Bahamian community of Delray 
Beach. In all cases the object was the same; gather information about water and health and levels 
of awareness; and then provide sound information on health and welfare, the dangers of standing 
water, remediation, etc. 

This approach to community awareness could become a national model on how to engage 
communities which are often trapped in poverty and weather endangered land.  By bringing the 
community members into active participation and greater result can be expected, the information 
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provided was welcomed from neighbors rather than being suspect from outsiders.  Neighbors 
talking to and educating each other is one of the most effective methods available with long 
lasting results. The folk who conceived of and promoted this project are committed to justice and 
sustainability, and this is a clear example of community justice and awareness in action. 
	

	
Oral History Protocol 

 
Twelve Oral Histories were recorded. The English version of the Oral History Protocol appears 
in Appendix C in English, Spanish and Creole.  The Oral History Protocol is also available 
available on www.ReACTToolkit.net  The protocol was developed by environmental historian 
Dr. Sandra Norman. Some Oral Histories were recorded with a GoPro camera, and others were 
audio only; recorded on smart phones or cassette recorders. 

	
	
	

Transcripts of South Delray Beach Oral Histories  
 

All South Delray Beach Oral Histories are compiled in a video. Researchers interested in the 
video can contact Project Director Janice T. Booher JJLBooher@comcast.net  for the link and 
password.  
	
Content 
 
Pompey Park Community Center (video by Janice T. Booher, MS and Leah Booher) 
March 19, 2016  
Interviewer Janice T. Booher, MS 
First Resident DRB01F44 
Second Resident DRB02F60 
Third Resident DRB03F63 
Supervising Scholar Dr. Sandra Norman 
 
 
DRB01F44 
Delray Beach 
Transcribed by Janice T. Booher, MS 
 
Q: So, we’re so happy that you’re willing to participate with us on this oral history. Can you tell 
me your full name, please? 
A: Sure. My name is DRB01F44. 
Q: Nice to meet you. Where were you born? 
A: I was born in Athens, Georgia. 
Q: And when were you born? 
A: And I was born in 1972. 
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Q: Where did you grow up? 
A: I grew up in Georgia. Mainly in (Warner Robbins ?), Georgia, which is the middle part of 
Georgia. 
Q: Do you have brothers and sisters? 
A: I have one older sister. She, um, my mother passed when I was young. My sister’s 15 years 
older than me, so stepped in as a parent figure in my life. 
Q: So, what are your favorite memories growing up? 
A: Um..my favorite memories growing up are spending time with my family. Um…participating 
in family activities that, You know, we’d go to Atlanta where the major part of our family was 
for Christmas and holidays. That was the best.  
Q: OK, where is your home now? 
A: Um…my home now is Delray Beach.  
Q: And do you have problems when there are storms or water or damp in the house or yard? 
A: We have had some problems with dampness, um, in the bedrooms. There’s been a bit of a 
mold issue in the closets. 
Q: What do you do about that? 
A: What I have done since discovering it is I use a lot of baking soda to absorb moisture, and um  
I spray down things with tea tree oil and a lot of citrus stuff. I run box fans in my closets so that 
moisture won’t accumulate and affect our clothes. 
Q: Wow! That’s quite a bit that you’re doing. Do you or anyone in your family have breathing or 
lung problems?  
A: No, fortunately we don’t.  
Q: That is fortunate. Have you ever had to evacuate because of a storm?  
A: No. Fortunately. We have not lived in Florida for long, so I have not been here through any 
storms or floods. 
Q: Are you interested in learning about protecting your family and your home from water and 
storm damage issues?  
A: Yes. Definitely. 
Q: Well, wonderful. We have a great sheet, and you’re welcome to keep it. And um yes. Please 
keep it and put it somewhere you can remember these things if needed, and thank you so much 
for agreeing to take an interview. 
A: Yes. Thank you. 
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DRB02F60 
Delray Beach 
Transcribed by Janice T. Booher, MS 
 
 
Q: Well, thank you so much for participating today. 
A: You are so welcome. 
Q: Could you please tell me your full name? 
A: DRB02F60.   
Q: Well, how do you do? Where were you born? 
A: I’m a Northwesterner originally from the state of Montana. 
Q: Oh, when was that? When were you born? 
A: (Laughs) Oh, my gosh. Do I actually have to give my age? I turned 60 this year. 
Q: Well, where did you grow up?  
A: I grew up in Northwestern United States primarily, and quite different than Florida. 
Q: Do you have brothers and sisters? 
A: Most are in that area. Some are scattered around the United States. 
Q: And what were your favorite memories growing up? 
A: Uh, being able to be outdoors and really take advantage of the gorgeous environment that I 
lived in. 
Q: Well, where is your home now? 
A: I do live in Florida. South Florida in Delray, right here. 
Q: And do you have problems when it storms with water or damp in the house or yard? 
A: Um…I feel like I get some effects from the heavy rains, and I’m south of the treatment plant 
so I feel like that the sewer and water lines are overloaded by our water treatment facility and the 
way that they’re constructed, so I’ve discussed some of this with my neighbors and it seems like 
um… a number of us have some uh water problems coming back up in the home when we have 
heavy rains and flooding. 
Q: Well, have you ever had a mold problem with your house? 
A: I haven’t had a mold problem, but I do worry about it with this, so I think it’s entirely possible 
it could eventually happen.  
Q: Do you or anyone in your household have any problems breathing or lung problems? 
A: No. 
Q: And have you ever had to evacuate because of a storm?    
A: Actually during one of the hurricanes a couple years ago. Isaac, I think it was. I actually had 
to leave ‘cause I had no electricity for three …three or four days. 
Q: Are you interested in learning more about how to protect your family and your home from 
water, storm and damp? 
A: Sure. 
Q: Well, we have a wonderful handout that we can give you to take home, and I’d like to thank 
you for agreeing to be interviewed. 
A: You’re very welcome.  
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DRB03F63 
Delray Beach 
Recorded by Leah Booher 
Transcribed by Janice T. Booher, MS (Parts of the transcript remain to be translated.) 
 
Q: So, thank you so much for participating today. Could you please tell me your full name? 
A:  I’m DRB03F63. 
Q: Can you tell me where you were born? 
A: I was born in Bryan, Texas. 
Q:  Um hmm…and when were you born? 
A: January 18, 1953. 
Q: And where did you grow up? 
A: I grew up in Bryan. 
Q: Oh, and do you have brothers or sisters? 
A: I’m an only child. 
Q: What are your favorite memories growing up? 
A: Um…my favorite memory is my grandmother. My parents and my grandmother (..?) 
 
 Q: Where is your home? 
A:  
 
Q: Do you have problems when it storms with water or damp in the house or yard?” 
A:  
 
Q: Have you ever had a mold problem with your house? 
A: 
 
Q: Do you or anyone in your family have breathing or lung problems? 
A: 
 
Q: Have you ever had to evacuate because of storms? 
A:  
 
Q: Are you interested in learning more about how to protect your family and your home from 
water, storm and damp issues? 
A:    
 
If yes, “we have a wonderful sheet here that tells you about how to deal with storms, water, mold, 
etc.”  Please take it and put it someplace where you can remember to use it if needed” 
“Thank you so much for agreeing to be interviewed” 
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Delray Beach Oral Histories (recorded in Creole on cell phone and not translated yet) 
TLHS Health Fair 
 
(DRB04F??) 
Q: Please tell me your full name. 
A: 
 
Q: Where were you born? 
A: 
 
Q: When were you born? 
A:  
 
Q: Where did you grow up? 
A: 
 
Q: Do you have brothers or sisters? 
A: 
 
Q: What are your favorite memories growing up? 
A: 
 
 Q: Where is your home? 
A:  
 
Q: Do you have problems when it storms with water or damp in the house or yard?” 
A:  
 
Q: Have you ever had a mold problem with your house? 
A: 
 
Q: Do you or anyone in your family have breathing or lung problems? 
A: 
 
Q: Have you ever had to evacuate because of storms? 
A:  
 
Q: Are you interested in learning more about how to protect your family and your home from 
water, storm and damp issues? 
A:    
 
If yes, “we have a wonderful sheet here that tells you about how to deal with storms, water, mold, 
etc.”  Please take it and put it someplace where you can remember to use it if needed” 
“Thank you so much for agreeing to be interviewed” 
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Delray Beach Oral Histories 
Pompey Park Community Center (Recorded with a GoPro Hero camera by Janice T. Booher) 
June 4, 2016  
Interviewer Janice T. Booher, M.S. 
First Resident DRB05F58 
Second Resident DRB06F30 
Third Resident DRB07M57 
Fourth Resident DRB08F25 
Fifth Resident DRB09F28 
Sixth Resident DRB10F34 
Seventh Resident DRB11F25 
Eighth Resident DRB12M29 
Ninth Resident DRB13F37 
Tenth Resident DRB14M34 
Eleventh Resident DRB15F39 
Twelfth Resident DRB16F30 
Thirteenth Resident DRB17F38 
Fourteenth Resident DRB18F51 
Fifteenth Resident DRB19M??) 
Supervising Scholar Dr. Sandra Norman 
 
 
First Resident: DRB05F58 
Transcribed by Janice T. Booher, MS 
 
Q: Please tell me your full name. 
A: DRB05F58 
Q: Where wee you born? 
A: In Miami. 
Q: And when were you born? 
A: 1958 
Q: Where did you grow up? 
A: In Homestead, Florida 
Q: Do you have brothers or sisters? 
A: Yes. 



	

Project Director and Primary Author     Janice T. Booher, MS 
Project Manager Phase I Dr. Ana Puszkin-Chevlin        Project Manager Phase II Dr. Debra Weiss-Randall 

This project was funded by EPA Environmental Justice Small Project Grant #EQ-00D35415-0, 
Awarded to the Green Sanctuary Committee of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Boca Raton. 

	

28	

 
 
Q: What are your favorite memories growing up? 
A: Oh…playing outside. 
Q: Where is your home now? 
A: In Delray Beach, Florida 
Q: Do you have problems when it storms with water or damp in the house or yard? 
A: Years ago. There’s no drainage here, so we used to have a lot of flooding. 
Q: Have you ever had a mold problem with your house? 
A: Um…no. 
Q: Do you or anyone in your family have breathing or lung problems? 
A: My brother. 
Q: Have you ever had to evacuate because of a storm? 
A: No. 
Q: Are you interested in learning more about how to protect your family and your home from 
water, storm and damp issues?  
A: Yes. Yes, I am. 
Q: Do you know what kind of respiratory problems your brother has? 
A: He has diabetes, and plus he had his heart replaced with a… you know he has that, you 
know for his heart (motions as if to indicate a pacemaker). He has that. So, yes, he has 
sometimes breathing issues because of that. Diabetes growing up. He has that thing they 
put on your heart. He has one of those. But then he’s doing OK. Better.   
Q: Thank you so much. 
A: Oh, that was it!? Oh, that wasn’t long at all! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	

Project Director and Primary Author     Janice T. Booher, MS 
Project Manager Phase I Dr. Ana Puszkin-Chevlin        Project Manager Phase II Dr. Debra Weiss-Randall 

This project was funded by EPA Environmental Justice Small Project Grant #EQ-00D35415-0, 
Awarded to the Green Sanctuary Committee of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Boca Raton. 

	

29	

 
Second Resident: DRB06F30 
Transcribed by Janice T. Booher, MS 
 
Q: Please tell me your full name. 
A: I’m DRB06F30. 
Q: And where were you born? 
A: I was born here in South Florida, at Bethesda Memorial Hospital. 
Q: When were you born? 
A: May 23rd, 1986 
Q: And where did you grow up? 
A: Um, here. Right here in Delray. 
Q: Do you have brothers or sisters? 
A: Um, yes. 
Q: How many? 
A: I have one sister and three brothers. 
Q: Where do you fit in the line up? 
A: I’m …I’m second to last. 
Q: Almost the baby. 
A: Almost. 
Q: What are your favorite memories growing up? 
A: Dancing. I love dancing. I’m a dancer. 
Q: Where is your home now? 
A: I now reside in Boynton Beach, Florida. 
Q: Do you have problems when it storms with water or dampness in the your house or in your 
yard? 
A: Um, no. 
Q: Have you ever had a mold problem with your house? 
A: No. 
Q: Do you or anyone in your family have any breathing problems, lung problems? 
A: Um, my dad has asthma. Has asthma…so… 
Q: Do you have asthma? 
A: No. 
Q: Have you ever had to evacuate because of a storm? 
A: No. Never ever. 
Q: Are you interested in learning more about how to protect your family and your home from 
water, storm and damp issues? 
A: Of course. Of course. 
Q: OK, well, wonderful. We have a sheet we would like to go over with you.   
A: OK. 
Q: Thank you. 
A: You’re welcome. 
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Third Resident: DRB07M57 
Transcribed by Janice T. Booher, MS 
 
Q: Please tell me your full name. 
A: DRB07M57 
Q: Well, how do you do. Where were you born? 
A: I was born in Miami, Florida. 
Q: And when were you born? 
A: 9/11/59 
Q: Where did you grow up? 
A: I grew up in Florida City, Florida, and I grew up in Delray Beach, Florida. 
Q: Do you have brothers and sisters? 
A: I sure do. 
Q: How many? 
A: There was a total of ten siblings in my family. 
Q: Were you in the middle, or… 
A: I’m one of the last two. I have a twin brother. 
Q: Cool. What are your favorite memories growing up? 
A: I loved the beach. 
Q: Where is your home now? 
A: Colorado. 
Q: Do you have problems when it storms with water or damp in the house or yard? 
A: Yes. 
Q: And how about where you’re visiting here in Delray. Is it a family home? 
A: No. It’s a trailer park. 
Q: OK. So, in that location in Delray Beach when it storms are there problems with water in the 
house or yard? 
A: No. 
Q: OK, and have you ever had a mold problem with your house? 
A: No. 
Q: Do you or anyone in your family have breathing or lung problems? 
A: No. 
Q: Have you ever had to evacuate because of a storm? 
A: No. 
Q: Are you interested in learning more about how to protect your family and your home when 
there are storms or flooding or dampness issues? 
A: Yes. 
Q: Well, good, because Lyanna’s going to do that with you now. Thank you so much. 
A: You’re welcome. 
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Fourth Resident: DRB08F25 
Transcribed by Janice T. Booher, MS 
 
Q: Can you please tell me your full name? 
A: DRB08F25 
Q: Hi DRB08F25. Where were you born? 
A: Um. Boynton Beach. 
Q: And when were you born? 
A: 3/25/91 
Q: Where did you grow up? 
A: In Delray Beach. 
Q: Do you have brothers or sisters? 
A: I had three brothers. I have two now. 
Q: Are you older? 
A: No. I’m in the middle. 
Q: In the middle…and what are your favorite memories growing up? 
A: Um…wow! I probably would have to say summer, um…when my cousins would come 
down to Grandma’s house. 
Q: And where is your home now? 
A: In Delray. In the same home. 
Q: Do you have problems when it storms with water or dampness in  your house or in your yard? 
A: In the cul-de-sac, like when it rains we get a pool. 
Q: How long does it stay there after the rain? 
A: Like 2 or 3 days. 
Q: Have you ever had a mold problem with your house? 
A: No. 
Q: Do you or anyone in your family have breathing or lung problems? 
A: I have asthma and my stepdad has asthma. 
Q: Is it worse when there are storms or rain? 
A: Um…when it rains a lot it’s a little harder. 
Q: Have you ever had to evacuate because of a storm? 
A: No.  
Q: Are you interested in learning more about how to protect your family and protect your home 
from water and storms? 
A: Sure. Sounds good. 
Q: Thank you. 
A: You’re welcome. 
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Fifth Resident: DRB09F28 
Transcribed by Janice T. Booher 
 
Q: Can you please tell me your full name? 
A: DRB09F28. 
Q: Hi. Where were you born? 
A: Delray Beach, Florida 
Q: And when were you born? 
A: July 8, 1988 
Q: Where did you grow up? 
A:  grew up in Delray. 
Q: Do you have brothers or sisters? 
A: Yes. I have five brothers, and I’m the only girl. I’m the baby girl. 
Q: Oh, my! What are your favorite memories growing up? 
A: Um…my one favorite memory…every time my mother would cook something and give 
me my plate first, my brother would always grab and say, “Oh! It’s poison. Let me taste 
it.” And then by the time it’s finished it’s like I don’t have nothin’ left. (laughs) 
Q: You’ll remember it forever! 
A: Yes.  
Q: OK. Where is your home now? 
A: It’s in Delray. 
Q: And do you have problems when there are storms with water or dampness in the house or 
yard? 
A: In the yard at my Mom house, like right at the end of our driveway the whole street 
usually floods. They sorta’ kinda’ fixed it, but we still get a little after amount of flooding. 
Q: How long does it usually stay? 
A: It stays probably like if it rains at 6, I’ll say 9 o’clock it’ll be clearing up a little bit. 
Q: Have you ever had a mold problem in your home? 
A: No. 
Q: No…and do you or anyone in your family have breathing problems or lung problems? 
A: I had asthma at a small age, but I grew up. I grew out of it. 
Q: Was it ever worse with rain or storms? 
A: No. No. Just with colds. 
Q: Have you ever had to evacuate because of a storm? 
A: No.  
Q: Are you interested in learning more about how to protect your family and your home from 
water and storms and the damp issues like we have on our sheets here? 
A: Yes. 
Q: Well, thank you so much. 
A: Thank you too, Jan. 
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Sixth Resident: DRB10F34 
Transcribed by Janice T. Booher 
 
Q: Could you please tell me your full name? 
A: DRB10F34 
Q: Where were you born? 
A: Here in Florida. 
Q: And when were you born? 
A: The year or the whole thing? 
Q: Well, whatever you want to say. 
A: 1982 
Q: And where did you grow up? 
A: Right here in Delray. 
Q: Do you have brothers or sisters? 
A: Yes, I do. 
Q: How many? 
A: (laughs) 
Q: And where do you fall in the line up? 
A: I’m the baby of all of ‘em. I have four sisters and…8 brothers. (laughs) And I’m the 
baby outa all. 
Q: The baby… What are your favorite memories growing up? 
A: Uh….just doing family things and doing…learning a lot of stuff …doing stuff with my 
Grandma. So… yeh 
Q: Does your Grandma live here in Delray? 
A: She passed, but yeh. She did. She did grow up here. 
Q: OK. Where is your home now? 
A: Right here in Delray. 
Q: And do you have problems when there are storms with water or dampness in your home or in 
your yard? 
A: Not in the home, but …um…like in the yard like. And then the street’s that’s kinda 
close by floods. 
Q: How long does it usually stay? 
A: It stays probably like if it rains at 6, I’ll say  9 o’clock it’ll be clearing up a little bit. 
Q: Have you ever had a mold problem in your home? 
A: No. 
Q: No…and do you or anyone in your family have breathing problems or lung problems? 
A: I had asthma at a small age, but I grew up. I grew out of it. 
Q: Was it ever worse with rain or storms? 
A: No. No. Just with colds. 
Q: Have you ever had to evacuate because of a storm? 
A: No.  
 
Q: Are you interested in learning more about how to protect your family and your home from 
water and storms and the damp issues like we have on our sheets here? 
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A: Yes. 
Q: Well, thank you so much. 
A: Thank you too, Jan. 
 
Seventh Resident: DRB11F25 
Transcribed by Janice T. Booher 
 
Q: Could you please tell me your full name? 
A: My name is DRB11F25. 
Q: And where were you born? 
A: I was actually born in Anchorage, Alaska. 
Q: Oh, and when were you born? 
A: January 1991. 
Q: And where did you grow up? 
A: I grew up in Delray Beach. 
Q: Do you have brothers or sisters? 
A: I have 2 sisters. 
Q: Are you…? 
A: Including myself, I’m the baby. 
Q: You’re the baby… What are your favorite memories growing up? 
A: Oh…my favorite memories growing up would be playing outside and getting ice cream 
from the ice cream truck. 
Q: OK. So now, where is your home? 
A: I actually live in Delray Beach on Swinton. 
Q: And do you have problems when there are storms with water or dampness in your home or in 
your yard? 
A: No. 
Q: Do you have, or have you ever had a mold problem in your house? 
A: No. 
Q: And do you or anyone in your family have breathing or lung problems? 
A: No. 
Q: Have you ever had to evacuate because of storms? 
A: No.  
Q: Are you interested in learning more about safety during storms or floods? 
A: Yes. 
Q: All right. Thank you so much. 
A: Thank you. 
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Eighth Resident: DRB12M29 
Transcribed by Janice T. Booher, MS 
 
Q: There we go. All right (mechanical sound). Could you please tell me your full name? 
A: DRB12M29. 
Q: Hi DRB12M29. Where were you born? 
 A: Boynton Beach (…indecipherable) 
Q: When were you born? 
A: December 22, 1987. 
Q: Where did you grow up? 
A: I grew up in Delray Beach, mostly. 
Q: Do you have brothers or sisters? 
A: Yes. 5 brothers and…5 brothers and sisters and I was the youngest. 
Q: What are your favorite memories growing up? 
A: Oh, just family and always having good times. Sports, really… I always traveled playing 
 baseball. 
Q: Oh, you played baseball on a travelling team? 
A: Yes. 
 Q: Where is your home? 
A: Right now I’m west of Delray. 
Q: Um hmm…and do you have problems when it storms with water or damp in the house or 
yard?” 
A: Well, the yard. The yard is sometimes flooded. 
Q: And on the rainiest, during the rainiest time of a storm what amount of time would you say it 
takes for the yard to clear? 
A: Uh, probably a good day. 
Q: Uh huh…and have you ever had a mold problem with your house? 
A: No. 
Q: Do you or anyone in your family have breathing or lung problems? 
A: My Dad grew up with asthma, but he grew out of that (..?..) 
Q: Did you have it as a child? 
A: No. 
Q: Have you ever had to evacuate because of storms? 
A: Um, I mean not usually. A pretty bad hurricane (…?.. and they said we could 
evacuate ….?) 
Q: Did you decide to leave or did you stay in your home? 
A: We stayed in the home. 
Q: Are you interested in learning more about how to protect your family and your home from 
storms and when there are water, or dampness issues? 
A:   Yes. Thank you so much for what you’re doing.  (…the more we know for a program 
like yours the less damage we will have as possible…) 
Q: For sure. Thank you so much. 
A: Thank you. 
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Ninth Resident: DRB13F37 
Transcribed by Janice T. Booher, MS 
 
Q: Could you please tell me your full name? 
A: My name is DRB13F37. 
Q: Where were you born? 
A: In Boynton Beach, Florida. 
Q: And when were you born? 
A:  November 25, 1979. 
Q: Where did you grow up? 
A: Here in Delray Beach, Florida. 
Q: Do you have brothers or sisters? 
A: Yes. 
Q: How many? 
A: Um…26. 
Q: 26 brothers and sisters? 
A: (giggles) Yes. 
Q: Where do you fit in that order? Do you have step brothers and sisters? 
A: Yes. My father has the majority. 
Q: And what are your favorite memories growing up? 
A: I don’t have any. 
Q: No good favorite memories? Good times? Fun times? Nice people?...too many people? 
A: (laughs) Family reunions. 
 Q: Family reunions. OK, where is your home now? 
A: Delray. 
Q: And do you have problems when it storms with water or dampness in your house or yard?” 
A:  Um…no. Not at the current time. 
Q: And have you ever had a mold problem with your house? 
A: No. 
Q: Do you or anyone in your family have breathing or lung problems? 
A: No. 
Q: And have you ever had to evacuate because of storms? 
A: Um, yes. 
Q: How did you get the news that you needed to evacuate? 
A: Um…through my cell phone. 
Q: And then how long did you stay away from yosur home? 
A: Um…it was under code, so I had to move. 
Q: Are you interested in learning more about how to protect your family and your home from 
water, storms and dampness? 
A:   No. 
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Tenth Resident: DRB14M34 
Transcribed by Janice T. Booher, MS 
 
Q: Could you please tell me your full name? 
A: DRB14M34. 
Q: DRB14M34? 
A: DRB14M34. 
Q: Nice to meet you. Where were you born? 
A: Delray Beach, Florida. 
Q: And when were you born? 
A; March 19th…’82. 
Q: Where did you grow up? 
A: Delray Beach. 
Q: Right here. Do you have brothers or sisters? 
A: Yes. 
Q: How many? 
A: 4 brothers. Three sisters. 
Q: Where do you fall in the line up? 
A: I’m the baby on both sides. 
Q: What are your favorite memories growing up? 
A: Uh, Pompey Park.  
Q: Yeh…Did you play sports? 
A: Football. Baseball. Basketball. 
Q: Yes! 
A: Yes. 
 Q: OK, where is your home now? 
A: Still Delray Beach.  
Q: And do you have problems when it storms with water or dampness in the house or yard?” 
A: Not the house, but probably the yard flooding. 
Q: And how long does the water tend to stand after it rains? 
A: Um…I would say close to three hours. It depends how bad it rains. 
Q: Like 3 hours? 
A: Yeh. 
Q: OK, and have you ever had a mold problem with your house? 
A:  In the house? Yes.  
Q: And what did you do about it 
A: Um…get the bleach. Bleach kinda you know… 
Q: Uh huh…Do you or anyone in your family have breathing or lung problems? 
A: Um…my son do. He got asthma. 
Q: Is there anything about the weather that causes asthma episodes? 
A: Sometimes when it get real hot. Yeh. 
Q: Uh huh, and have you ever had to evacuate because of storms? 
A: One year. One year did about… about almost a week. 
Q: Almost a week. And how did you get the news that you needed to evacuate? 
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A: UH…the phone and the news and the radio. So really all three. 
Q: All three. Yeh. OK, and are you interested in learning more about how to protect your family 
and your home from storms and water flooding? 
A:   Not really ‘cause I kinda know a little bit ‘cause I’ve been through it a lot, so, like I’m 
really prepared. 
Q: Have you been through a lot in Delray? 
A: Yes. 
Q: Great. All right. Thanks so much. 
A: You’re welcome. 
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Eleventh Resident: DRB15F39 
Transcribed by Janice T. Booher, MS 
 
Q: Could you please tell me your full name. 
A: DRB15F39 
A: Nice to meet you. Where were you born? 
A: Delray 
Q: And when were you born? 
A: On February 11, 1977. 
Q: Where did you grow up? 
A: In Delray 
Q: Do you have brothers or sisters? 
A: Yes. One sister and one brother. 
Q: Are you in the middle? 
A: No. I’m the oldest. 
Q: What are your favorite memories growing up? 
A: Um…going to the pool.  
Q: Going where? 
A: To the pool in the summertime. 
Q: Near 8th Street on the other side? 
A: Here.  
Q: Oh, here at Pompey Park. Oh. Nice. 
A: Yeh 
Q: OK, where is your home now? 
A: It’s in Delray. 
Q: Do you have problems when it storms with water or dampness in the house or yard?” 
 A: Yes  
Q: What kinds of problems do you have? 
A: Um… Because of the rain, the house underneath is kind of like eroded, and it causes 
water to come inside of the house when it rains. 
Q: Does it leak into a particular room or is it… 
A: Yes. In the master bedroom. 
Q: OK, and have you ever had a mold problem with your house? 
A: Yes, we’re just beginning to get one. 
Q: And what are you doing about it? 
A: We’re having it remodeled, so… 
Q: So, professionally…you’re having it done. 
A: Yes. 
Q: OK, and do you or anyone in your family have breathing or lung problems? 
A: No. 
Q: And have you ever had to evacuate because of storms? 
A: No. Not yet. 
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Q: Are you interested in learning more about how to protect your family and how to protect your 
home from storms and water flooding? 
A:   Of course! 
Q: Well, thank you so much for your interview. 
A: Thank you. 
 
Twelfth Resident: DRB16F30 
Transcribed by Janice T. Booher, MS 
 
Q: Could you please tell me your full name? 
A: Um… DRB16F30. 
Q: And where were you born? 
A: I was born in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 
Q: And when were you born? 
A: 1986 
Q: Where did you grow up? 
A: I grew up in Ft. Lauderdale and now I’m residing in Delray.  
Q: Do you have brothers or sisters? 
A: Um…I have 2 brothers. 
Q: Are you older or younger? 
A: Middle.  
Q: And what are your favorite memories growing up? 
A: Uh…my favorite memories growing up was family trips. 
Q: Where is your home now? 
A: My home now…oh, the address? Oh…my home now is in Delray. I’ve been living here 
for about 6 months, um, and I’m enjoying the new community. 
Q: And do you have problems at your home when it storms with water or dampness in the house 
or yard during this rainy season?” 
A: Um…not that I can say. It hasn’t been as rainy as it usually is in South Florida for me, 
so not, I guess, comparatively to things I’ve experienced. 
Q: And do you have any experience with mold in your home? 
A: I think one time growing up we had mold on the top of the bathroom, but my Dad 
sprayed it with bleach and it was gone. 
Q: And was that in Ft. Lauderdale? 
A: Ft. Lauderdale, yeh 
Q: And do you or anyone in your family have breathing or lung problems? 
A: Uh… I’ve had asthma. I have asthma. I’ve had asthma since childhood. 
Q: Do you think there’s anything in particular with the weather that triggers it? 
A: Um…for sure pollen season. When I used to live in Tallahassee for school and then 
sometimes the changes in the weather: hot to cold very quickly can affect it. 
Q: OK, and have you ever had to evacuate because of storms? 
A: No. 
Q: Are you interested in learning more about safety, with storms and flooding and dampness? 
A:  Yes. I actually have the flyer that has been very informative for me, actually. 
Q: Well, great. Thank you so much. 
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A: Oh, OK. No problem. 
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Thirteenth Resident: DRB17F38 
Transcribed by Janice T. Booher, MS 
 
Q: Please tell me your full name. 
A: DRB17F38 
Q: Nice to meet you. Where were you born? 
A: Bahamas 
Q: In the Bahamas. And when was that? When were you born? 
A: I was born in 19…the year? The year, right? 
Q: Yes. 
A: OK. I was born in 1978. 
Q: Uh huh, and where did you grow up? 
A:  In Orlando, Florida. 
Q: Uh huh…Do you have brothers or sisters? 
A: Yes.  
Q: How many? 
A: Well, on both sides I have 8. 
Q: Are you the oldest? 
A: No, I’m the youngest on both sides. 
Q: What are your favorite memories growing up? 
A: Um…getting the dreamers and doers award in fifth grade. 
Q: Oh! What island are you from? 
A: My parents are from the Bahamas and Haiti. 
 Q: Where is your home now? 
A: In Delray. 
Q: Do you have problems when it storms with water or dampness in the house or yard?” 
A: Yes. 
Q: You do, And have you ever had a mold problem in your house? 
A: Yes. 
Q: And what have you done about it? 
A: I pretty much use the bleach and the water and try to pat it. 
Q: And the water that’s outside your house or yard. How long does it stay after a storm? 
A: Well, depending on how heavy the storm is. If the storm is not that heavy, within a day 
or two.   
Q: And do you or anyone in your family have breathing or lung problems? 
A: No. 
Q: Have you ever had to evacuate because of storms? 
A: No. 
Q: And are you interested in learning more about how to protect your family and your home 
from storms and flooding? 
A:   Yes. 
Q: All right. Thank you so much. 
A: Thank you. 
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Fourteenth Resident: DRB18F51 
Transcribed by Janice T. Booher, MS 
 
Q: Could you please tell me your full name? 
A: DRB18F51 
Q: Thank you, and where were you born? 
A: Uh…Hollywood, Florida 
Q: And when were you born? 
A: June 23, 1965 
Q: Where did you grow up? 
A: Hollywood, Florida 
Q: Do you have brothers or sisters? 
A: Yes. One sister, three brothers 
Q: Where do you fit in that line up? Were you the youngest or the oldest? 
A: I’m the oldest out of 5. 
Q: What are your favorite memories growing up? 
A: Oh, just little growing up…uh…doing all kinds of things. Some good things. Some bad 
things, and I did pay for the bad things. And it was good. Yeh. 
 Q: OK. Where is your home now? 
A: My home now is in…here in Delray.  
Q: And do you have problems when it storms with water or dampness in the house or in the 
yard?” 
A: Yes.  
Q: And if there’s a really big storm how long does it take for the water to go away? 
A: Anywhere from 3 to 5 days it start proceeding. 
Q: And have you ever had a mold problem with your house? 
A: No. 
Q: And do you or anyone in your family have breathing or lung problems? 
A: Yes. 
Q: What kind of breathing or lung problems? 
A: My grand daughter. She has asthma. 
Q: Is there anything you know of that triggers an asthma episode. 
A: Yes. The dust, pets, and you know, the weather itself. Yeh. 
Q: Is it mostly cold and heat or is there dampness that’s associated with episodes? 
A: Cold 
Q: OK, have you ever had to evacuate because of storms? 
A: Yes.  
Q: Where did you…how did you receive notice about evacuation? 
A: Well..started with the city commission and then , uh, law enforcement. 
Q: Did you hear over the television? 
A: television  
 
Q: Are you interested in learning more about how to protect your family during storms and from 
water and dampness? 
A:   Yes 
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Q: Thank you so much 
A: You’re welcome 
 
Fifteenth Resident: DRB19M?? 
Transcribed by Janice T. Booher, MS 
(There is too much background noise on the recording. Most of it is indecipherable.) 
 
Q: Where did you grow up? 
A: Delray Beach 
Q: Do you have problems when it storms with water or damp in the house or yard?” 
A: Yes 
Q: Have you ever had to evacuate because of storms? 
A: No 
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APPENDIX A 
 

Sea Level Rise Risk Perception Survey 
Developed by Dr. Keren Bolter 

Modified for Rising Together By Janice T. Booher, MS 
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APPENDIX B 

 
Health and Climate Change Pamphlet 

(two-sided) 
Developed by Project Director Phase I Dr. Ana Puszkin-Chevlin 
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APPENDIX C 
 

Oral History Protocol 
Developed by Dr. Sandra Norman 
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