
  
Federal 

Canals 
  
Question: Why isn't there a project to update our obsolete canal system? Can it be 
funded like Everglades Restoration?  
Question: Who is responsible for overhauling our obsolete canals that are causing in-
land flooding, and that can't drain into the ocean. This is happening in Miami already. 
What can be done from having that happen where we live? 

Background: The Florida canal system is out dated. It was designed to function by grav-
ity fed drainage which is failing as sea level rises. The engineers who designed the 
canal system expected it to be improved 10 years ago, which was not done. The system 
is therefore obsolete, causing flooding both inland and in the coasts as sea levels rise. 
The Army Corps of Engineers designed the canal system and the Water Management 
Systems maintain them. Neither has budgeted massive reengineering projects. Funding 
the canal overhaul requires a federal infrastructure investment creating employment op-
portunities for Floridians. 

  
Stafford Act 
Question: What do you think can be done to create a culture of preparedness for these 
more intense hurricanes fueled by warmer ocean temperatures?  
Question: How do you think we should prepare our most vulnerable communities, and 
especially low income communities, for more intense hurricanes?  
Question: Do you support changes in Stafford Act 404 funding that would allow funds to 
be spent to mitigate against disasters prior to declared emergencies? 
  
Background: 
Section 404 funding gives the federal government money to relocate people, protect 
undamaged buildings or stimulate future planning. The problem is that an area must be 
hit by a disaster first before it can receive funding. The Stafford Act provides public as-
sistance rules and regulations in the event of disaster.  
  
  
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP)  
Question: Many coastal cities are buying out property owners in flood zones. Others are 
using rolling easements. What policies do you think we should have for land that is 
flooded repeatedly? 
Question: What resources do you think should be available to property owners experi-
encing repeat flooding? 
Question: Do you think current flood insurance rates are fair?   
Question 1: Do you support portability of National Flood Insurance funds that would al-
low a property owner with a complete flood loss to use their NFIP claim funds to relo-
cate? 

https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1519395888776-af5f95a1a9237302af7e3fd5b0d07d71/StaffordAct.pdf
https://federalnewsradio.com/legislation/2017/10/what-is-the-stafford-act-and-why-might-it-be-making-disaster-relief-worse/
https://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program


Question 2: Do you support a transition to NFIP rates that reflect actual flood risk? 
  
Background: 
The National Flood Insurance program insures homes in flood zones. If these homes 
are destroyed, they must be reconstructed on the same site. It is not true that they must 
be constructed exactly as they were. Here is the Hurricane Harvey fact sheet for Texas 
residents requiring homeowners to elevate when they rebuild in the floodplain.  One 
problem is that if local floodplain elevations haven't taken SLR into effect, then the re-
building effort will be inadequate to withstand future storms given SLR. Currently, the 
natural migration of flood victims in flood zones to safer locations is being impeded by 
requiring them to rebuild on the same site. If they could move inland, and apply their 
claim money to rebuilding in a safer location, the NFIP would be supporting gradual. It 
does not. It does the opposite. It impedes gradual retreat. 
  
Current NFIP rates do not reflect actual flood risk. 
 

State 
  
Question: How can we improve services during disaster recovery? 
Question: How can we protect our most vulnerable community members from the prob-
lems that were documented during Hurricane Irma? 
Question: How do you think we can improve recovery assistance to low income resi-
dents? 
Question: Would you support a state subsidy that would allow Lifeline phone companies 
to provide unlimited talk minutes for low income government Lifeline phone users during 
recovery from disasters? 
  
Govt Phones for low income residents in Florida, called “Lifeline” phones, provide 250 
free minutes of free talk time. Low income hurricane victims using Lifeline phones spent 
many minutes on hold during recovery from Hurricane Irma. Resolving landlord dis-
putes, FEMA claims, and other issues in a post disaster environment uses up free min-
utes, leaving low income residents without communications support. In California, the 
state offers a subsidy over the national subsidy rate, which enables lifeline companies 
to offer unlimited talk minutes.   
  
Support for Reintroduction of State Bills that died in 2018 
Question: Do you think cities and counties in Florida should have access to state funds 
for flood mitigation projects? Why or why not? 
Question: What do you think the role of state government is in mitigating coastal flood-
ing?  
Question: Do you support the creation of a competitive grant process to fund flood miti-
gation projects? 
HB 1097 (Stevenson-R St. Johns) /SB158 (Brandes-R Pinellas County) Florida Com-
munities Trust to create a competitive grant process to fund flood mitigation projects. 
Revises activities & projects that may be undertaken, coordinated, & funded by Florida 

https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2017/10/11/fact-sheet-elevating-your-flood-damaged-home-avoid-future-damage
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2017/10/11/fact-sheet-elevating-your-flood-damaged-home-avoid-future-damage
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2017/09/07/make-flood-insurance-reflect-actual-risk-editorials-debates/639101001/
https://miami.cbslocal.com/2015/01/22/keeping-in-touch-through-lifeline-cell-phone-service-plans-and-features/
https://www.freegovernmentcellphones.net/states/california-government-cell-phone-providers
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=62220
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=59752&


Communities Trust to include specified flood mitigation projects; provides for maximum 
grant award & exceptions, application process & priority ranking, & reporting require-
ments; requires grant recipient reports to be publicly available. 
  
Question: What are some of your concerns for affordable housing in disasters like hurri-
canes? 
Question: Do you support the creation of a Hurricane Housing Recovery Fund that pro-
vides funds for affordable housing recovery efforts? 
SB1328 (Perry-R-Alachua, Marion, Putnam) Affordable Housing to create the Hurri-
cane Housing Recovery Program to provide funds for specified purposes related to af-
fordable housing. Affordable Housing; Revising the criteria that counties and municipali-
ties must use when evaluating real property as part of their inventory for disposal of 
lands; revising the procedures under which the Board of Trustees of the Internal Im-
provement Trust Fund, the Department of Transportation, and the water management 
districts must dispose of nonconservation surplus lands; authorizing the Florida Housing 
Finance Corporation to take one or more specified actions against any applicant or affil-
iate of an applicant upon a determination of good cause and after service of an adminis-
trative complaint and adequate notice; defining the term “good cause”; creating the Hur-
ricane Housing Recovery Program to provide funds for certain affordable housing re-
covery efforts, etc. 
  
Question: How can we avoid replacing structures in repeat flood zones over and over 
again? 
Question: Should Florida require post disaster rebuilding in coastal areas to conduct 
sea level impact projection studies and to receive Department of Environmental Protec-
tion approval of rebuilding plans? 
SB542 (Rodriguez-D Miami-Dade, Campbell-D Miami-Dade ) Public Financing and 
Construction Projects to require post disaster rebuilding to take sea level rise esti-
mates into account. Public Financing of Construction Projects; Prohibiting state-fi-
nanced constructors from commencing construction of certain structures in coastal ar-
eas without first conducting a sea level impact projection study and having such study 
published and approved by the Department of Environmental Protection; requiring the 
department to publish such studies on its website, subject to certain conditions, etc. 
  
Question: How can we avoid the long power outages like we experienced in Hurricane 
Irma? 
Question: Should utilities be required to submit storm hardening plans when petitioning 
the Public Service Commission for recovery funding? 
SB1166 (Rodriguez-D Miami-Dade) Storm Hardening to require utilities to submit 
storm hardening plans when petitioning the Public Service Commission for recovery fi-
nancing. 
  
Local 
Question: Do you think we should include sea level rise projections in the local planning 
process? If so, how...? (Some municipalities and counties already do this.) 
  

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2018/1328/BillText/Filed/PDF
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2018/542/BillText/Filed/PDF
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2018/1166/BillText/Filed/PDF


Question: Will you support the incorporation of climate change concerns, sea level rise 
and natural hazards into the local comprehensive plan and into future reviews of flood 
prevention regulations and zoning codes? 
  
Question: After hurricanes we get a lot of federal and state money to deal with recovery. 
How can we have shovel ready projects that make structures stronger so we avoid re-
placing things that are just as weak as the structures that were destroyed like they did 
after Hurricane Sandy on the New Jersey shore. 
Question: Will you require the unified local mitigation plan to specify that shovel ready 
projects include hardening for SLR? 
  
See Section 5 of this document for draft language: Sea Level Rise Language Required 
to be in the Local Mitigation Strategy 
 

https://cacflorida.files.wordpress.com/2016/01/sea-level-rise-language-required-to-be-in-the-local-mitigation-strategy.docx
https://cacflorida.files.wordpress.com/2016/01/sea-level-rise-language-required-to-be-in-the-local-mitigation-strategy.docx

